
Sean Welch & Trish Warren Interview  
 
(Markers of hesitation and comprehension have been omitted) 
 
 
Sean: So, I’m first wondering, you referenced some level of confidentiality required, how much 
can you share about who challenged the case? 
Trish: I honestly don’t know who challenged the case. That was never shared with me. I did 
meet with three men. Their names, if they were given to me, I didn’t write them down. So i 
honestly don’t know. I believe, Sean, that the group, it started with one individual father, but I 
believe that a group of church members came together and were the ones that challenged it. I 
cannot be 100% accurate on that. It was a while ago, but I believe that was a case. 
Sean: It’s not like it was a particular church as much as it was just church people? 
Trish: I believe it was a particular church ,but again my mind is a little foggy there. I checked 
with the teen services librarian at Webster public and she said oh that vaguely sounds familiar 
but we’re all a little foggy. I think I mentioned it, but a lot of the people who were involved in it, 
they're gone. 
Sean: Bouvard. Agostinelli. They’re gone? 
Trish: And Chandler is gone too. 
Sean: I don’t know if you remember Carly maldonado - 
Trish: Oh i just spent a couple of days with her! 
Sean: Yeah. and so she was involved vaguely with this. 
Trish: Oh she was quite involved. She wrote an editorial, she became a member of the advisory 
committee. She was a member as a student. 
Sean: And that brings me to my question of how did the compromise come about, you 
referenced the meeting with you, the building principal, and three challenging parents? 
Trish: Right, and that was a different meeting.  
Sean: Oh, okay. 
Trish: The meetings we had regularly to discuss summer reading, that happened regularly, that 
was every month.  
Sean: Oh and that was already in place before Rainbow Boys or did that come about from it? 
Trish: Hmm that’s a really good question. I’ll tell you what, I was off for surgery the first year this 
meeting came into play. They established a committee at that time to come up with a summer 
reading plan. Because I was off, I wasn’t on the committee. And when I came back, I was put 
immediately on a committee so I’m gonna say that was already in existence. That is to the best 
of my recollection. Once I met with the folks that were challenging the book, Rainbow Boys, I 
think the focus of the group changed or got a little more specific.  
Sean: Ok that makes sense, and stemming from that meeting it was decided that the librarians 
would read every book? 
Trish: Every title, every title on the list which was well over 500 books, almost 600 books. 
Because we wanted to give students choice. And when I got on I had read almost every book 
on the list because I was a prolific reader and at that time reading hundreds of YA books a year, 
and I wanted kids to read them because they were good books. But then once that happened, 



any books that hadn’t been read- and this was initially established as I recall from the committee 
I had been on- and I believe what they did was well, Greece (central schools) had a list, and 
Brighton had a list and they just plopped them on our list and they went to ALA.org and got 
some books off there and kind of plopped them on a sheet and arranged them alphabetically.  
Sean: And that was how Rainbow Boys got there probably? 
Trish: No, actually, Rainbow Boys got there because Erin Land who was then Erin Els she 
chose Rainbow Boys for the list. She was in the meeting, where I defended the list but i seemed 
to be the one, because I was a little more active I think, maybe she was new maybe it was her 
first year, to be the one to whom the questions were directed.  
Sean: Yeah, if you can remember what kind of specific gripe did they have? 
Trish: Yeah, I do, well I can remember them attacking not just Rainbow Boys but a lot of books 
on the list. For one thing, I remember on Rainbow Boys, specifically, the father took a line out of 
context and now I’m gonna get it out of context because it’s been a while and i don’t even have 
the book in the library anymore just because it’s dated. Um but the line it said, he said would 
you want your child to read about one boy reaching down another boys pants? And I said, well 
sir, that’s out of context. You have to take the whole story and know what this boy was 
struggling through. And he was struggling with the idea of discovering the fact that he was gay, 
and he did not know that and he did not want to admit it to himself. And I said to him you’re 
taking a little bit out of context and that i recall very vividly. And the other thing i recall was the 
book Lucky by Alice Sebold. That’s a biography of a woman who went to syracuse university 
and she was a student there and she was in one of the tunnels-- are you familiar with the 
university, with the tunnels? 
Sean: Yeah. 
Trish: Well she was raped in one of the tunnels. And it was late at night, walking by herself, and 
so he said to me would you want your daughter to read that book? And it was funny because 
my daughter had already graduated or was attending, let me see 2007, she had already 
graduated from Syracuse university and I said sir, I made her read it, I made her read it.  
And he didn't know what to do with that, um so those two I specifically remember and their 
others he brought up but I don't remember. He got very angry at me at one point, the lead 
speaker, I wish I knew his name, because he challenged me and said there's no way you read 
these books youre talking about, you didn't read all these books, because everyone he gave e 
to me I had red and I was able to deflect or I was able to explain to him the circumstances. And 
the whole policy is when we select books, especially from that point forward, is does the value 
outweigh the anything in there that might be - is it gratuitous or is it important to the story or to 
the message. Is there a message for students where students can get something out of it. When 
I went to library school, my librarian, my library professor taught me one very simple question- 
when you buy a book you ask one two word question: So what? And if you can answer that, you 
can answer why that book is important, you buy it. It sends a message to a kid who maybe is 
isolated, or struggling with their sexuality or- 
Sean: Identity building kind of thing. 
Trish: Right. Then yeah, by all means. If it is totally gratuitous then maybe you don’t buy it. You 
know then you give it a second thought.  



I wanted to show you, and I don’t know if you were gonna get to this, but this is the Regulation 
5292 and I will give this to you to take and it is the handling policy that was in place at the time 
and it was unfortunately overlooked when the book was pulled. This is the procedure that 
should’ve been followed and this is our criteria for selection of books, and this is not just 
summer reading this is all books in the district, but particularly library materials. And this is the 
procedure that should have been followed but was not; that is why Rainbow Boys got put back 
on- 
Sean: Because this wasn’t followed? 
Trish: Yes. 
Sean: And the challengers weren’t interested in challenging it through this procedure, they just 
conceded it going back on or? 
Trish: In all honesty I don’t know because that information wasn’t shared with me, it was district 
level but as I would assume, and that could get me in trouble assuming anything, that if they did 
follow the policy they were not successful. If they chose to do that, I believe it did go to the 
board… were you able to ascertain… 
Sean: Yeah, we, I’m working on this project with a partner, and she asked the current district 
secretary, Cindy Cushman I think for board minutes from ‘06 spring to 07 summer, and we 
looked-  
Trish: Wouldn't it be after that? 
Sean: I thought it was challenged it the summer of 06, yeah pretty sure summer of 06 and put 
back on by the summer of 07 
Trish: And there’s nothing in there? 
Sean: Yeah we didn't see anything at the board level 
Trish: Hmm, interesting. So maybe it stopped at Adele (former superintendent) 
Sean: And I reached out to Mr. Gumina (current superintendent) just to see if he might have 
anything and he said “I wasn’t here, it wasn’t at my level, and the board doesn't have anything 
that high” 
Trish: Is Ms. (adele) bouvard still at the city schools of Rochester? 
Sean: No, she’s on Long Island now. I mean I can send her an email. 
Trish: Yeah hunt her down. 
Sean: Yeah it feels like, not surprisingly, but it’s sort of been- 
Trish: Hush hush. 
Sean: Yeah kept quiet for sure. 
Trish: And it is on the ALA website and so i show it to kids, (names two 9th grade english 
teachers) do a banned book project- 
Sean: Yeah I remember it in 9th grade 
Trish: So I bring it up and I say we (Webster Thomas) are up here and that gets their attention 
like you wouldn't think 
Sean: Let’s see if I’m forgetting anything… were there any teachers at the time who were 
involved? We’re trying to take a multiple perspectives thing and wondering if we could get a 
teacher who- 
Trish: Ya know, if you want another perspective, I would talk to Olivia Durant who's now the 
assistant director at webster public library and she was the librarian at the public library at the 



time the book was taken out from the wrong section, because again it was a 6th grade student 
who took from a high school section.  
Sean: Right, that’s a problem. 
Trish: And they didn’t see that part either and we tried to explain that, so she recalls it and then 
she was the one who split the books with me, the booklist with me to read, so it was the two of 
us that read that 600 book list so i would definitely reach out to her, Olivia Durant.  
Sean: Ok, and she’s currently at the Webster library? Do you remember if there was the 
Webster herald or some kind of local- 
Trish: Oh my goodness, did I ever get called, I got called by the (Rochester) Democrat and 
Chronicle all the time but I was not allowed to take the call. District told me to not take the calls. 
So it was higher than the webster papers, I don’t know if the webster papers covered it but I 
know the D&C did. It was Jack maybe? The guy who called me. 
Sean: Yeah, I know the name, my partner Liz tried to reach out to him- the guy who compiled all 
the information on the case- and he doesn’t work there anymore, didn’t want to talk about it.  
Trish: Wow, he called me at home, and I was so surprised. I wasn't home and he left it on my 
machine, and I asked at work if I could talk to him and they said no.  
Sean: So, we also had questions- we sort of touched on this already- but your general policy for 
determining whether a book is worthy, and like you said it’s kind of the two word question. 
Trish: Yeah exactly, it’s a two word question and the criteria is here (5292) and obviously what 
we keep in mind, ya know nowadays I think kids are exposed to a far more than they were 
perhaps when the fathers of these kids, the challengers, were growing up, and I think that’s hard 
sometimes for people to accept. It is hard to get older, i’m experiencing it and that might be part 
of it, the difference in what’s acceptable now. But again, if it has a good message, then ya know 
it’s just a good idea to buy it. You want kids to read, that’s the other thing, there’s something 
called the Spiderman theory, and that is we don’t care what they read, read just read spiderman 
read anything so that you get those processing comprehension type things turning in your brain. 
Sean: that makes sense… oh one other thing, when we were looking into this case we heard 
something about The Perks of being a Wallflower being challenged, just trying to build context 
for this Rainbow Boys case, do you remember The Perks of being a Wallflower running into any 
challenge? 
Trish: It wasn't challenged, but there was a student here and i don’t remember her name- 
Sean: Devin Flaherty 
Trisha: Devin Flaherty, who came up to me one day, did not tell me she was interviewing me for 
the newspaper just came up and said do you have The Perks of being a Wallflower and i said 
no i'm sorry we don't carry that and she said will you buy it? And I said no i'm worry I won't, 
because i've read it and i feel as though the message does not outweigh the- it’s gratuitous, and 
i don’t believe the message outweighs what’s being written in the book. And the next thing I 
knew, she had written a newspaper story about it and how I was censoring, so Mrs. 
Hevron-Smith (teacher) told me about it and I was able to write a little blurb underneath her 
article that just said, ya know public libraries should carry this book, but I work at a school and I 
am responsible to parents, and taxpayers, and I have to make a good decision based on that. 
And being on my “so what” oriented criteria, I didn’t feel it. And let’s face it- everything is 
judgement. There’s no rule. When I read it I felt it was gratuitous.  



Sean: And there’s not just one questionable theme in that book, there’s a lot. 
Trish: There’s a ton of questionable themes in there, and unfortunately I just didn't see a 
message and she did. And I did say to her, what was that message? And she couldn’t answer. 
She said it really, well something that i’m going to misquote her and I don’t wanna do that but 
something about it affected her life like nothing else ever had. And I said ok in what way? And 
she couldn’t answer that and so I felt as though she didn’t have a basis, and even the article she 
wrote in the paper didn’t really have basis of why it was good, only cause she liked it. So I didn’t 
feel too badly about it, I mean I felt a little deceived that she didn't tell me she was interviewing.  
Sean: Right, yeah that’s not great. But yeah I appreciate you sharing that because we, it’s never 
just black and white;it’s not just team censorship vs. team not like it’s always a judgement so.  
Trish: absolutely it’s a judgement, and it made me feel terrible that she felt that way, but I still 
have a responsibility, i’ve got 9th graders in here that are 14 years old, and you’ve read the 
book you know what’s in there. So it’s a tough one. 
Sean: Yeah speaking of that, I have a slip for you to sign,  just authorizing that this can go on 
our website. We’re building a website to compile all the information about the case… and i’ll get 
that for you but I think that is all the things that i wanted to ask you about. Yeah, our next big 
challenge is just trying to see if we can, because enhance the case if we could talk to one of the 
people who challenged it. It’s a tall order to try and find one of them and get their perspective 
but that’s  
Trish: Perhaps Olivia will have better notes than I had, unfortunately, our email has changed 
over the years so I don’t even have old email trails. Ya know, what i recall the most is writing to 
Ellen Agostinelli right away and saying be careful here.  
Sean: Because 5292 was not followed 
Trish: Exactly, and I actually said, check 5292. And she said what? So  
Sean: So to your understanding basically she just took that call and said i’ll take it off 
Trish: Right. And I think one of the problems we’ve always had is, in the district, librarians are 
generally not supervised by another librarians. So ellen agostinelli was not a librarian so of 
course she wouldn’t be expected to know this. And none of our curriculum supervisors, except 
for Erin Land, who was Erin Els then, for a very brief time between her stint as high school 
librarian, for two years, and her principalship at Klem South (school) and she is out there. I don’t 
know what she remembers because again she wasn’t as involved. 
Sean: Because she was younger- 
Trish: Yeah younger, first year librarian 
Sean: Right, well I think that’s it. I’m gonna hit stop on this and get that form for you to sign.  


